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Jared's message
We still have plenty of exciting events and celebrations to
finish off 2023! I am looking forward to all the upcoming
occasions where the community can come together and
celebrate our wonderful tamariki and their achievements
this year.
Thank you to those who have filled out the Health
Consultation survey. This information along with other
consultation efforts this year will help guide our strategic
decisions, desired outcomes and goals over the next two
years at Riverdale School. Our Board of Trustees are
reviewing community feedback and making strategic
plans and decisions which will be shared with our
community early next year.
Attached is a picture of what the school will look like next
year in regards to teaching spaces and teams. Class lists
and your child's placement have been finalised and will
be published on Monday in the last week of school
through the HERO app. This will include a summary
report of the year, learning stories and data
representations. We do hope you have enjoyed HERO
and its ongoing updates throughout the year. Our aim is
to be open and transparent so parents are well informed
to both address challenges and celebrate success on a
more regular basis.
I look forward to seeing you at some of the upcoming
events over the next two weeks.

Have a great weekend!
Jared Bron

Riverdale School Newsletter  

Kia Ora - Greetings 

te ao māori

certificate assembley

summer finale & rippa finals

Certificate Assembly will happen next Friday to
celebrate our year 4-6 students and their year
contribution to the school. This will cover Year 6 jobs,
ICAS Exam certificates and the announcement of the
2024 Communications Team. Parents are welcome to
attend this Certificate Assembly.
ICAS participation certificates will be sent home with
students next week.

final assembley
Our Final Assembly will be held in the school hall on
the last day of school at 11 am. This assembly will
wrap up the year with a few speeches and
presentations. Our year 6 students will have breakfast
at Boho Cafe with staff and will return for assembly for
the last time and receive their yearbooks. Parents are
most welcome and encouraged to attend. School will
finish at 12 pm.

right choice day
Right Choice Day will be held on the final week of
school on Thursday, 14 December. This is our famous
water day with bouncy castles, water slides, swimming
and more. A notice will come home with children in
week 10 with gear requirements and sausage sizzle
order forms.



school structure for 2024



We had a fantastic Teacher Only Day last Wednesday.
Over 200 teachers met to discuss the new refreshed
curriculum and how to effectively implement it at their
schools. Information will be made available next year to
communities from the Ministry of Education. We
appreciate your support with this day

teacher only day

Thank you to our community for taking the time to fill in
the Health Curriculum Survey. There is an overwhelming
response that the health curriculum and initiatives we
cover and provide are of high priority to parents and
caregivers.
The community posted many positive comments about
what we cover and Riverdale School will continue to
provide a broad range of health initiatives. The top three
initiatives that the community would like us to
concentrate on over the next two years are:
1 - Hauora - Emotional and Mental Well Being (48.5%)
2 - Water Safety (38.8%)
3 - Cyber Safety (32 %)
It is also clear that Sexual Education - Navigating
Sexuality will need to be further unpacked with the
community over the next two years so we are clear and
concise before implementing it in the classroom.

childrens university
We are also excited to
announce the appointment
of Jo Lunn as Assistant
Principal and new addition
to the Ariki team.

A huge congratulations to the Children’s University
group on their Massey University Graduation last week.
This was a fantastic way to celebrate the years
accomplishments. The group of schools involved in this
programme is growing and we love being a part of it. 
Children worked hard throughout the year to ensure
their activities were completed to a high standard and
on time. 
For the first time the Graduation was held at the Regent
and we had fireworks!
A special mention to Jackson K and Ilma C who both
received our top award of a Silver Certificate.

We are excited to announce the appointment of our
new staff for 2024. We welcome Ebony Maaka who will
be our Deputy Principal working in the Ariki team.
Ebony has spent over a decade working at Russell
Street school and has recently been working as a lead
advisor around cultural competency. Our second
appointment is Zyphrine Christall, who is a beginning
teacher and will work in our new entrant space. 

staff appointments

staff leaving
We are sad to announce the resignation of Kelly
Chrystal who has been a Learning Support Assistant
at Riverdale School for the past 17 years. We wish
Kelly the best in her new adventures
Hannah Carter will be taking Maternity Leave from the
end of this term.  We wish Hannah and Nic all the best
for the busy time ahead.

health consultation outcomes

road patrol movie day
On Friday 8th December, our Road Patrollers will be in
a parade down Broadway and attending a movie at
Event Cinema as a reward for their service to the
School and Community for 2023. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank our Road Patrollers for their
service rain, hail, or shine. They have made important
decisions that affect the safety of all students, staff and
community members.

Ebony Maaka Zyphrine Christall

Jo Lunn

mailto:ilma@riverdale.school.nz


term dates
Events are also on the Parent Calendar via the

School App and on the School Website:

Term 4 2023
Week 8

Kind Hearts Sausage Sizzle - 10 til 12 Saturday 2nd November
Four Square Maxwells Line

Week 9
Road Patrol Training Yr 5's - Tuesday 5th December

Pack The Bus Visiting - Tuesday 5th December
Rippa Rugby Finals - Thursday 7th December 3.30 pm

Summer Finale Concert  - Thursday 7th December 5:30 pm
Road Patrol Movie Day Yr 6's - Friday 8th December

Certificate Assembly Yr 4-6 - Friday 8th December 2 pm

Week 10
Right Choice Day - Thursday 14th December

Year 6 Leavers Breakfast - Friday 15th December at 9.00 am
Final Assembly - Friday 15th December at 11.00 am

Last Day of Term - Friday 15th December - School finishes at 12

Term 1 2024
Week 1

Kanohi ki te Kanohi (Learning Conversations) - 
Tuesday 30th & Wednesday 31st January 2024

First Full Day for all Students - Thursday 1st February 2024

interschool athletics

On Tuesday 5th December, Riverdale School will be
taking part in the annual Pack the Bus in association
with Media Works. Our tamariki are invited to help pack
their Tranzit Bus with new toys and non-perishable
foods for local charities Methodist Social Services and
Barnadoes. This is a great opportunity for Riverdale
School to support these wonderful organisations in our
community.

pack the bus

Kind hearts - 4 square bbq

spanish lessons
We have been extremely lucky to have Beatriz Armada
come in for the last few weeks and teach Spanish to
some of our Piako Rua and Pae Ake students. They
have been singing songs, learning some simple words
and taking home some extra practice sheets to keep
learning at home. Thank you so much Bea :)

The Kind Hearts Tuakana Group will be running a BBQ
fundraiser this Saturday at Awapuni 4 Square Maxwells
Line from 10.00 am - 12.00 noon. We are very fortunate
that VJay and Margaret have donated the food for this
fundraiser. 
All proceeds will be used to purchase goods for our
Pack the Bus fundraiser. Last year we raised $500 for
this cause. We would love to see as many of our
community come down and support us during this time.

Several year 5 and 6 tamariki represented Riverdale at
the Interschool Athletics competition today. It was a
fantastic event held at the Massey University track. All
students gave an amazing effort, and their attitude and
behaviour were outstanding. Congratulations to the team
for placing 2nd overall.


